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Witness against Chhota
Rajan
in trade unionist's 1997
‘Sharp spike in cyber crimes this year’ murder
declared hostile

Jawan shoots, injures colleague in Gadchiroli
Gadchiroli: A jawan of the Gadchiroli police’s quick response team
shot and injured his colleague during a patrol on Monday, an official
said. The incident took place in the forest of Ettapalli taluka at around
7.30am, he said. As per preliminary information, Santosh Sidam

opened fire and injured his colleague Vijay Karame, the official said.
Karame sustained a bullet injury on the left side of his chest and was
admitted to a private hospital in Nagpur, he said. The accused jawan
has been arrested under relevant IPC sections.

SOMENDRA SHARMA
Mumbai

CYBER CRIME CASES (JANUARY-JULY)

Statistics provided by the
Mumbai Police have revealed that this year 2,953
cyber crime cases have
been registered in the city
from January till July, as
compared to 1,632 cases
registered during the same
period last year. The statistics further revealed that
most cases are related to
online cheating, followed
by credit / debit card
frauds and obscene emails,
SMS & social media posts.
According to the statistics, 2,953 cases were registered this year, of which
mere 141 cases have been
detected and 198 persons
arrested. Online cheating
tops the list with 1,321 cases, followed by credit / debit card frauds (916) and ob-

he police need to
establish a separate cyber
cadre with engineers,
computer science graduates
and chartered accountants.
Transfers to cyber police
stations are viewed as
'punishment postings' among
officers. The outlook should
be changed if we want to
evolve.
Dr Prashant Mail, advocate
& cyber
crime expert
scene email / SMS / MMS
cases (232).
The 1,321 cases of online
cheating have been classified by the police into
eleven
categories.
Of
these, 122 cases were of online purchase fraud, followed by loan fraud (76),

A 65-year-old retired man lodged a complaint
with the Nerul police last week, claiming that
he had lost a whopping Rs 5.64 lakh in a matrimonial fraud.
As per the complaint, the man was looking
to get married again and uploaded his details
on a matrimonial website. He received a marriage request from a woman who identified
herself as Aliya Williams and claimed to be
from London.
The woman told the complainant that she
wanted to marry him and had sent some of
her important documents, luggage and foreign currency through an air parcel that
would reach Mumbai in three days. On July
18, she informed the complainant that she
was going to the US and shared a number for
collection of the items. When the complainant called the number, Savita Sharma,
who identified herself as a customs official,
told him that the parcel contained 200 pounds
in cash and he needed to pay Rs 35,500 to get
the parcel delivered.
The money was transferred to the account
provided by Sharma, who then asked him to
deposit Rs 1,69,000, and Rs 3,60,000. The complainant ended up transferring Rs 5,64,500 in
total, after which he still didn't receive the
parcel and was asked to pay an additional Rs
7,15,820 as taxes. The man approached the
Nerul police and filed a complaint.

    

P

2022

Cases detected

141

Arrests made

198

Zero detections in tampering with source code and purchase fraud cases

job fraud (67), customs /
gift fraud (46), fake website
fraud (43), investment
fraud (20), matrimonial
fraud (19), crypto currency
fraud (12), insurance /
provident fund fraud (9),
admission fraud (4) and
other online cheating cas-

es (903).
Further analysis of cyber
crime cases has revealed
that this year, 77 cases of
fake social media profiles /
morphed emails / SMS had
been registered, followed
by sextortion (55), hacking
(43), phishing / man-in-

UNWANTED
LOANS

STAFF REPORTER / Mumbai
A 33-year-old woman beauty
parlour owner lodged a complaint with the Kurar police
stating that money was being
credited to her bank account by
a mobile loan application without having requested any loan.
The woman further stated that
loan recovery agents working
for the app had been threatening to malign her image by
sending morphed obscene photographs of her to her contacts.
The complainant is a resident
of Kurar village in Malad. She

middle attack / spoofing
mail (29), pornography
(20), data theft (9) and tampering of source code (7).
However, there has been
zero detection in cases of
tampering with source
code and purchase fraud
cases.

was browsing Facebook for information on loan apps and
came across a link. As soon as
she clicked on the link, an app
got downloaded on her phone.
She then completed the verification process by sharing her photograph and other details. Even
though the woman had not applied for any loan, Rs 1,100 got
credited to her bank account.
On August 26, she received a
message asking her to repay Rs
2,000. The woman repaid the

amount but soon realised that
Rs 2,610 got credited to her bank
account despite her not requesting any loan. The woman paid
the additional amount as well.
However, on August 28, she received a WhatsApp message
from asking her to repay Rs 4,500,
following which she blocked the
number. After some time, the
complainant received another
message from a different number, threatening to send morphed
obscene photographs of her to
her contacts if she didn't comply.
The woman then approached the
police and filed a complaint.

Loan app booked for circulating woman's morphed pic
AMIT SRIVASTAVA / Mumbai
The Taloja police have registered a case against loan
recovery agents of an instant loan application for allegedly harassing a 40-year-old Navi Mumbai
woman.
On May 2, the woman received a message regarding an urgent app-based loan facility from three
apps – Len-Den, Crazy Cash and VS Enterprises.
She took a loan of Rs 3,600 for seven days and the
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IN THE BOMBAY CITY CIVIL COURT AT MUMBAI
Order 5 Rule 20 (1- A) OF CPC
FOR PAPER PUBLICATION
COMMERCIAL SUIT NO. 263 OF 2021
Plaint Lodged on - 04.08.2018,

2021

2,953 1,632

Malad woman harassed for
repayment without taking loan

AMIT SRIVASTAVA / Mumbai



eople are browsing the
internet and approaching
fraudsters unknowingly. Cyber
crimes were earlier mostly
restricted to KYC-related
activities, via phone calls. But
now, every attribute of the
digital world is a threat. Our
dependence on technology is
our vulnerability, but it serves
as an opportunity for the cyber
fraudster.
Hemraj Rajput, DCP
(Cyber Crime)

T

Retd man loses `5.64L
to matrimonial fraud
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Plaint admitted on - 07.09.2018
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CANARA BANK, a body corporate Constitued and functioning under the Banking
  K<Q    '  R<?GU>#  
Manipal, Karnataka state and having one of their branch offices at 167, Navyug Niwas, Opp.
Minerva Cinema, Lamington Road, Mumbai- 400 007. 
   

V/s
M/s. A.A. Tours and Travels<E    E  *D  
"  # ?Z[=*8"  B \#++DE & ]K^R
Mumbai- 400 070.
................ DEFENDANT
To,
M/s. A.A. Tours and Travels<E    E  *D  
"  # ?Z[=*8"  B \#++DE & ]K^R
Mumbai- 400 070.
WHEREAS the above named Plaintiff/s have/has instituted a suit relating to a commercial
dispute against you and you are hereby summoned to file a Written Statement within 30 days
of the service the present summons and in case you fail to file the Written Statement within the
said period of 30 days, as shall be allowed to file the Written Statement on such other day, as
may be specified by the Court, for reasons to be recorded in writing and on payment of such
costs as the court deems fit, but which shall not be later than 120 days from the date of Service
of Summons. On expiry of one hundred and twenty days from the date of Service of summons,
you shall forfeit the right to file the Written Statement to be taken on record: The Plaintiff therefore prays :(a)  
                     
Plaintiff a sum of Rs. 4,12,580.62 (Rupees Four Lakh Twelve Thousand Five Hundred and
Eighty and Paise Sixty Two Only) together with interest thereon @ 12.75% p. a.
compounded monthly from the date of filing suit till payment or realization as per the particular of
claim being 
(b) For such other and further reliefs as the nature and circumstances of the case may require.
(d) For costs of the suit.
You are required to appear in this Court in person, or by a pleader duly instructed, and
able to answer all material questions relating to suit, or who shall be accompanied by
some person able to answer all such question, on the 29th day of August 2022 at eleven
        !                 
documents in your possession or power upon which you base your defense or claim
for set-off or counter-claim, and where you rely on any other document whether in your
possession or power or not, as evidence in support or you defense or claim for set-off, or
Counter-claim you shall enter such documents in list to be annexed to the Written Statement.
"#   $& 
 22nd August 2022.
Sd/Seal
For Registrar, Bombay City Civil Court,
Sandhya Nanavare
Advocate for the Plaintiff
306, Maitri Tower, Louiswadi, Jeetamata Nagar, Thane (W)- 400 604.

money was credited to her bank account. On May
9, the woman repaid Rs 9,000, including Rs 5,400 interest for seven days. On August 18, the woman received messages stating the money she had borrowed is due for payment. Later, on August 23, the
woman received a message containing a nude photo morphed with her face, asking her to pay Rs
4,000. Later, the same morphed photo was sent to
her husband, daughter and cousin, after which she
approached the police and registered a complaint.

Trader loses
`1.57L to
cyber crooks
while in bank
SURESH GOLANI
Mira Bhayandar

A 54-year-old resident of Bhayandar who deals in imitation jewellery received the shock of his life
after cyber criminals siphoned off
more than Rs 1.57 lakh from his savings accounts even as he was personally present in the bank to
check the authenticity of the telecaller he had contacted to enquire
about a closed account.
In his statement to the police, the
complainant said that his wife's account in the Bhayandar branch of a
leading private sector bank had
turned inoperative. To get this resolved, the complainant browsed
the internet for the customer care
number of the bank and called the
listed number. However, the num-

The man had rushed to the
bank while on the call and
handed over the phone to
a bank executive
ber he stumbled upon was, in reality, the number of cyber crooks who
had managed to update their number as the customer care number of
the bank. After promising to resolve the issue, the caller noted the
ATM card numbers and sent a link
requesting the complainant to click
on it. The man complied, but also
rushed to the bank while the call
was still in process and handed
over the phone to the on-duty bank
executive.
However, Rs 1,57,900 was siphoned off from both his bank accounts via two fraudulent withdrawals, even as the executive was
speaking to the fraudster. The incident has yet again exposed that cyber crooks are modifying customer
care coordinates of banking and
other commercial establishments
to push fake numbers at the top of
results generated by search engines.

BHAVNA UCHIL
Mumbai
A witness examined by the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), against former
gangster Chhota Rajan in the
1997 murder of trade union
leader Datta Samant, was on
Monday declared hostile after
he told court that due to the
huge lapse of time, he does not
remember particulars.
The CBI's case is that it was
men from Rajan's gang that
committed the crime, the motive being a trade union dispute. The independent witness
had been present when the police had recorded specifics of
the crime scene and seized bullets, cartridges and other articles from the spot. On Monday,
the 66-year-old witness told the
court that he could not recall
what had transpired during
the police procedure or
whether the police had taken
his signature on the document. He also said that he does
not remember the contents of
the document prepared during
the procedure as a long duration had passed since the time.
The CBI then declared the
witness hostile. In his cross-examination, when asked by the
prosecution if he can identify
articles seized during its procedures, he said a long time
has passed due to which he
will be unable to do so. Among
the articles the CBI intended
to show the witness were glass

Samant was shot
and killed in his
jeep on January
19, 1997
The witness, now
  
in 2000
Now he told the
court he cant
remember much of
what transpired
Said blood, broken
glass & cartridges
collected from
crime scene

pieces, bullets, cartridges and
blood-stained soil samples collected from the scene. He however said that it is true to say
that blood, broken glass pieces
and cartridges were collected
from the scene by the police.
The witness had testified in
the murder case in February
2000. At the time, he had supported the prosecution's case.
Three persons had been convicted earlier in the case. At
the time Rajan was an absconding accused.
After Chhota Rajan's extradited from Bali (Indonesia),
the central agency had taken
over all cases against him. It
had filed a supplementary
chargesheet against the gangster, now lodged in the high-security Tihar jail.
Samant was killed on Jan 19,
1997, while he was in his jeep
travelling from his bungalow
in Powai to his office in Pant
Nagar.

Fire in Parel underground gas
pipeline; no injuries reported
STAFF REPORTER
Mumbai
A fire broke out in an underground gas pipeline near a
petrol pump in Parel on Monday. The fire started around
1.10 pm when people started
noticing smoke coming from
the pipeline opposite the FSouth ward office.
“The fire was doused within
15 minutes. It occurred due to
an electrical short circuit in

the underground pipeline.
Fire brigade personnel, police, ambulances and ward
staff were mobilised and no
casualties or injuries were reported,” said a fire control department official.
According to a statement by
Mahanagar Gas Limited,
“The gas supply to nearby
buildings has been stopped
and will be restored after receiving permission from the
fire brigade.”
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